











We need to act fast to
halt climate change

heconribaelon of Hitin Desal cannot e

lgnored when spesking aboit the sk

TonmEntal aspect of the economils de
velpment of the world. He has served a8 une
deT-BacTerary-Eeneral for eeonomic and soclal
affairsat the Unlied Hatlons asvell asdeputy
seCTerary-general of the 1992 United Mations
CoTderence on ErvTament and Develipiment
(UONCED). Desal was I Almedabad on
Wernesday 1 inangurate the thresday bien-
nial conference of the Indlan Soclety for Boo-
logical Economics (IMSEE) at Gujarat
Vidyapeeth. Om the sidelines of the conference,
Diesal spoke with Paras K Jha abor global
enviromental challenges, thelr mpact and
what can be dane to ensuTe a beter fire,

What doyou mean when yousay that envi
ronmental ¢ hallenges today are global?

When Wil of coal 1 e ara chi Mo v cok
fioodd, the earbon dioxide genmeratsd from i not
anly harms the family but also the entire
workl. Such carbon emissinsare Eking place
acToes e Wil

Yousad that climate change ks real and we
need to work on the cautious side from to-
day rather than in the future...

1§ we begin treatinent of & deass in e ear-
1¥ stages, there are possibilities of it balng
cured. Delaying will only ereate more com-
plexities and eomplicatiors. After a period of
Hrne, it eoulad e Treversible,

Dwves this imply thatthe generation
shoubd do for ts that will accrue
in the future?

1 would say “for the beneflt of futire genera-

tloms" are bad words, We should say do thisto
avn i harming the fure generations. [ am net
sarymg we should make sacrifices for the bet-
terment of the funire generations, b must
erpure that w 4o ot harm them.

Wy should the present generation do so7
We should understand and Went iy our actly-
‘ttes thiat Tarna € ere i Tonment Srd sa0 s cll-
rnate change For exarnple, CHG 15 sl 0 rm

CLIMATE CHANGE IS REAL AND WK NEED TO BE CAUTIOUS FROM NOW ITSELF

Mitin Desal
ex under-seey-gen, aco and sosial alfars, UN
r4g Weshouldunderstand and

ident fy our activities that
harrn the emdmonment and add to

climate change.”

vehicles In Delhl Instead of foesil fuels. This

erates s carbon dioxide and henee, Del-

'8 ETVITONIMEDNt as changsl. Thers 15 less

pallution dere tlay &= comparsd o the past.

T S ar et b &Iy IOTINETi CAT be passed
071 £ DT fLIEUTE EEnAratlons.

When you were atﬁa:t of Our Conwmon
Future Team, how did you visual ise the fu-
tureand what is Hterea.lnl today in terms
of the future visualised then?

Wehave sueeeeded in Influencing policy-mak-
ing. At present, whatever we Tad vistalised is
toching most of the basic sectors’ palicles. To-
day nobody will talk abount an energy polley
witho considering envirammental Eses; the
same I8 with forest palicy agrienlure poliey
B, we have not had mmch suecess in putt
thiE viEall=at on o acelon, ®hich 12 mi
nieeded],
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‘Don’t take

risin

Lo TIMES NEWS INETWORK

Ahméﬂahad. Imagmexf Gujatac

duetoﬂoodsmmseawatergush ]

ing intand through the Gulf of
Kutch, Gulf of Khambhatt and

séd

other coastal areas. Former UN 8

undersecretary general, Nitin

Desaipat forth this possibilityofl |
200 vears later, while lighlight= |

ing petilsof global warmingat

his inaugural addressat the ifth

biennial conference of Indian Se-
ciety for Ecological Economics
(INSEE) at Gujarat Vidyapith.
“Bach Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) assessment
has been more
alarming thantheear- 3
Ter one, IPCC takes “
steps to gel govern- &
mentstoactnow” said De-
sai. Adding that,
“There has to be
systematic proce-
-dureio handle uneertainties. The
challenge is that scale interac-
tions have increased from local
to regmnal to zlobal impacts.”
He compared mitigating cli-
maie change totaking insuranee,
“Tower costs now for greater beil-
efits tomorrow. There ave chances
of thingsbeing worse than being
better;” he said. According tohim
balancing: diversities'of Impact,
domestic compuisions, pavertm
energy requirements is a global
governanee challenge. Instead of
looking at historical culpability,

there has to be fAirness in Hank

dling available énv Lffonment

JAAGD =

der'-:‘ross e adﬂ.r:d .

space in future
Slgns wele alrciady

. mumry dmppmg
‘even where canal hiet-

Lt work esisted, a5 Pro-

fessor YK A.lag,h of

ATIMES n'r TNGIA FNDEAVOUR nstitute of Rural

Management,
Anand (IRMA) warned. T the
1990s it was hoped that 141 mil-
lion hectares of net sown area
would increase with better irri-
gation facilities, but ithastaied.”
said Alagh According to him,
’Wth the eleventh plan the eri-
sis is nowofficial. Without a dy-
namic agriculiure, mclusw
growth becomes a mirage.”
India’s net sowa: area is un-
der siress, area under canal ir-
ngat!cm has fallen for the first
time 'in history. The wrigated
arez undey shallow tibewells is
fallipg and gromdwater is un-




Former UN under

secretary Nitin Desai s—ays;

ice melt due to global
warming could convert
the state into a group of
five to six islands

| ﬁumznmﬂn Mnmm Bu AuL At

at- may get dmded.mmﬁﬂe

i conm;encepn Eﬁvuonmental Gover-
‘nance’ said, “Thereisa possibility that

after 300 o 400 years, the average
¢lobal temperature will increase by S
degrees Celsius. Thischange in climate
will be catastrophic for Gujarat wihich
will be converted into five to six is-

*lands. The sealevel will increase not in

centimetres, butin metres; as the Arc-
tic ice'has already started melting.”
“Guijarat being situated along the
1

‘ing inaccount the climate change.

said; “Proper environment policies
_mustbe chartered oufand indigenous

coast, must be more aware and should
clesxgn ports and water projects keep-

Gujarat should press for more action
to check global warming;” he added.
Governor Nawal Kishore Sharma

water techniques must be used. Public
participation isa must to mitigate the
adverse effects of climate change.”

A conference on ‘Environmental
Guvemance held on wednesday
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